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Synopsis

With increasing urgency, the plight of the American family grips the national conscience. The family
courts are often our society’s last safety net to prevent disaster. In this penetrating exposAf/E A Ao
of the inner workings of the U.S. family court system, two award-winning journalists provide an

intimate look at the lives of the children whose fate it decides.
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Customer Reviews

This is a superb, eminently readable, and balanced overview of the child welfare system. It contains
true, compelling, and representative stories of children and families which were caught up in the
system for various reasons. The names of the children and their families were changed in order to
protect their privacy. It's a miracle this book could ever be published, due to the strict protections of
privacy in the law. In the process of telling the stories, the authors explain how the child welfare
system works (or doesn’t work). It turns out, like any human institution, the system has its flaws, but
there are almost always very valid reasons for why things are done the way they are. Myths are
debunked, and the system is shown for what it is - a sometimes flawed, but nonetheless vitally
important support for children whose parents and society have failed them. There are numerous
references in the back of the book to support the assertions in the text. The book is about 20 years
old, but | believe it should still be pertinent and relevant today.| highly recommend this book to
anyone interested in children or the child welfare system. If you would like to make a difference,

please consider volunteering as a CASA or Guardian Ad Litem.



The book | ordered was shipped prompty and was in great condition as promised, thank you! |

would order again. Very economical way to purchase books that have been recommended.

| could not put this book down. If you are interested in learning how the system can help, or hinder,

this is the book to read.

This book is overly critical of social workers. It should never have been written.

| have been in the field for over 20 years and this is the most accurate account of the Juvenile
Justice system. The stories are real and moving. | could not put this book down. | did not agree with

everything in the book, however, if you want to know the real story then this is a must read.

I've become an almost compulsive reader about our juvenile justice system and foster care since it
seems the vast majority of the students | teach have some contact with at least one. In one school |
taught at, at least 70% of the students were either in foster care, group homes or had a juvenile
justice caseworker. For many of these kids, their child advocate (CASA is a fantastic organization)
was the only person with their best interests at heart.The more books | read, the more | realize that
I’'m reading the same thing over and over again, and seeing it in my classroom. The problem is that
there doesn’t seem to be a whole answer... One answer could be books like this that require the
courts, and the system to open up their books so that outsiders can see what is going on. In this
book, it seems as if services the children received were better than average, but that may be a
perception | have from working in inner city areas where services are going to be less accessible to
families in crisis. This book presents a fair, mostly even-handed look at the system, and the issues.
It doesn’t blame a particular group, but seeks to share the problems with everybody interacting in

the system. This is a nice change from the often one-sided books that play the blame game.

| randomly came across this book in the library while looking up something else. | thumbed through
it a bit and then ended up checking it out and taking it home, where | have proceeded to read it
almost constantly over the last couple of days (with occasional breaks for comparatively less
compelling things like eating, sleep, class, and hanging out with friends). I'm always a bookworm
and am used to becoming absorbed in what | read. However, this is the first time in quite awhile that
I've been so caught up in a book, particularly a non-fiction book.I like this book so much because

the authors worked hard at giving a thorough and unbiased look at the juvenile justice system and



the kids stuck in that system. Of course, remaining completely unbiased is impossible; however,
they tried to give a variety of points of view. They also tried to keep from vilifying any one group
(parents, children, social workers, judges, police, the community, and so on), while still indicating
the complexity of the problem. Case-studies were carefully chosen not to be sensational, but rather
to exemplify the typical issues dealt with by kids in the justice system. Finally, they interspersed the
information from the case studies with general information about the law, the way such cases are
usually handled, and so on, then applied this new information that they had given back to the case
study. This made it possible to learn a great deal about the system in general, while keeping it
interesting because you could see the immediate application to one particular kid that you had
learned about. This added to the book’s general readability. All in all, this book is an excellent,
well-written book that has the possibility of moving us a long way towards an understanding of these

complex issues.

This is a textbook of the juvenile dependency system that reads like a page-turner novel. | was
unable to put it down for 2 days. The authors’ treatment of their material is even-handed and
true-to-life. | have worked for the past 4 years as a Court-Appointed Special Advocate and Guardian
Ad Litem for these children in my local juvenile court and the cases featured in the book closely
mirror the actual cases I've seen over and over again in the courts. The book raises problems in the
system to which there are no easy answers, and the authors don’t attempt to offer any simplistic
solutions: What does the system do with severely emotionally disturbed kids who blow through one
placement after another? How do you know when to give up on parents and terminate parental
rights? Do you wait until the child’s crucial childhood years are mostly over, waiting for the parents
to get their act together? How do we place children in good homes when there is such a shortage of
foster and adoptive families? | urge anyone interested to get involved with the system as a
volunteer. There are over 700 advocate programs around the country and the minimum time

commitment is only 12 hours a month.
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